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Dear Allotment Holders, 

We have had numerous calls and emails recently about theft from and damage to allotment plots 

along with strange visitors to the allotments who are either leaving items at the allotments or taking 

items away – such as bark chippings.  As a council team we take these reports seriously and have on 

more than one occasion made reports to the local police team when registration numbers have been 

provided. 

More recently, concern has been raised in relation to visits to the allotment by plot holders later in 

the evening and finding the gates standing open and no one on the allotments.  This raises many 

issues, not least the safety of plot holders who are visiting a relatively remote site. 

The council has provided and maintained gates to the allotments, changing the keys to the lock in 

2020 to ensure only relevant people have access.  However all of this is insignificant if users of the 

allotments do not open, close and lock the gates behind them. 

To prevent any more incidents we would request that users open and close the gates on entry and 

exit and lock when appropriate – the gates once closed are quite a clear sign to passers by that this is 

not a public area.  The practice of leaving them open to for the next person – whilst polite – may not 

be the best practice in keeping the allotment gardens secured and plots untouched. 

We, the council team, cannot do more than ask that you each take the responsibility for closing the 

gates.  All our maintenance teams have keys, so there is no need for them to be left open for the 

maintenance visits. 

If anyone has any comments or ideas on these issues, please feel free to contact me. 

 

 

Ruth Davies 

Clerk to the Council 


